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CHAPTER NI

The Stoien Lelt rx

(1} RYCE" 1 osatil, hureiediy
voming as tlose to frank
neas an | dared, “alil you

take my word for it that
whal | have (o sey inper.

feotly atraight and sbove bulrd?
I know wsomething of thoss et
rvers. | believe it would be & pub
e mervice, as thinge are, o g™t
them and deatroy themr—ngl 10 pub.
wh them, Sull, the Star sa't Ik

business Por its heaith, il W00 you
what I'0 do; | can't atop sou from
gotung them., But | thiok, in fair.
nesa, you should lot me nnd eut of |
can, from what source Lthey are ot
ing to the Biar, 1 won't iterfers, !
promise it. And then Ll wave It to
the honor of the Star afiersasd
whethier they are 1o bo published. |
thiak when you see what might hup-
pom youil agree with me. Lol we
telephone henneidy We'll go with
you under those conditions, will stay
out of it and iet you get the lelters;
but one of us must Bnd out where
the letlers come from. Do | make i1
perfectiy ciear?™

It was evident that Bryce was con-
siderably more lmpressed with the
importance of the undertaking he had
enginecred for ihe Star than he had
been at Arst. He thought tor & mo-
ment, then quickiy repued: "Il do
that”

As wa rode uptown, ofter 1 had
called up Kenuedy and arranged 0
meet hini, | asked Bryce: “How did
you hear aboul the ieiters? What do
you exject to have to pay for them ™

»Nothing, as far as | knuw,” he re=
plied. *1 understood that they were
offered as a sort of revenge by a party
who had been aggrieved. This morn-
ing the Htar was approached in &
reundabout way about them, and the
matter was referred to me to look
1gto. I understood that an actor of
agiress whoss name was not divalged
had secured the letters in some way
fros Hamilton's private fies. !
course, there must be a scandal back
of it, but I don't profess 1o know
what It i Tho adverusement |
showed you was just & rough draft
of what 1 thought I'd drop Into the
paper to-morrow lu ocase 1 got the
|etters ADd our lawyoer says wWe can
afford to rua the risk of publishing
them and standing for any sulls

mere t | could over the tele-
N:l:‘ll:“. characteristic vigor
he quickly mapped oul our campiign.
was to procesd to the ap-
alooe, as agreed, while
and | were to follow about
malf & block bohind, across the street.
After Bryoe had been settied in the
back room, We were to enter the froat
room aad await developmenis a8
- 5 dull-lighted, nolsy
Dolan's was &
aa wasavory neighborbood,
from the rallroad freight
and consequently was the
of these gentry who ride with-
owt payment on what they eall “side-
door Pullmans” otherwise freight

We walted some time aftar Bryoe
emtered, but nas the neighborhood
was getting more and more UProars

lous with the mnearer approach of ¢

midnight, we decided that it would be
~afest for us to follow him in soon,
specially as two or thres times we
narrowly escaped goting inta fAghts
which In no way concerned us. In-
side In the front room was more real
viclousness, 1 verily believe, than |
had ever sven on the other side of the
gily=—=the much-talked about east slde
of New York, There were men in
that room whose abilities must have
ranged from stealing the brasscs off
eara in the yards to overy varity of
murdcr and sudden doath.

s was glad that Kennedy had ean-
Woned me on OUr WAy across the ity
ty rub some dirt on my collar and
elothe= as well as my hands and face.
They «¢t, had nothing on us as
I .+ belng members of (he “great
B 8, el was concerned,

Y had waited fully @ hour past
the we when the lette  ghouid have
bee lelivered to Bry. and sull he
was tiing at the tab ‘wm the back
mom, as hKoeunedy ma:ged to see
through an open door by walking

aoross the front rvom, now and then.
T was rapldly becoming & question
whether the atrest was not much

wﬂmumuhd mother,
Mon

A iant Menpedy nudged me “lat's

i of to e and see Bryca” '

- ajrwd

W\ Foubd b bunched wp o .‘
st all readinm s Mg por.
t el Ty and anling wary gasces
o uull ]

Nothing dotog 1ot 1 saked, e w !
St duwn at his tatie !
e soswered disgustediy i
goren W wap n siaht

Laide,

N

Jusi Ve @ messrngor Doy ehiered
roagh vide ®Rirganee, |joned
i the guum, atngied vut Wryee
woa @ nEg e in hie revis I('
f interest Im the Ntar and walked |
ver o bl
Prom the Star®' whigpered the
v to Bivee I
Wiyes nodded, snd he v handed |
b oa M inre it open gulekly,
sl rvad 1t wnds Lreath for our
beneft
L L o LU 1

Bt was unmigned an | learnsd after
ward

Kenn: 'y, in the meantime, .‘dl
sidled neploususly eut Inte the
front oo, caving ma with Hryce.

Humph! The deal s of," mut-
tered Miyve; then, 1o the boy: “Wha
Envy you this pnoteT™

At e Lae Loy grew iunpldu.u'
and edged away.  “Call from the
langacre Theatre—~that's all | know,”
e waid, un he disappeared,

“Woll, Jumeson,” sald Bryce, ris-
Al T s pake you are as well satis-
tede AL least, the etiaras won't be
published, though | can't quite see
what lpirrest you have in that" |

To tell thw truth, | was greatly dis. |
appointed. It would have boen o
Ereat satiefaction merely to koow
where the lettars were. Awm It was,
they might be offered to the Record,
or some of the other papers, or showa
about Wall Street among bostile in- |
terenta There was no telling what |
might happen. 1 was disappointed, |
and | sald so. |

There was no time to pariey, and
we got up to follow Kennedy. To our!
surprise. he was nowhere to be seen,
and. after hanging about as long as |
we dared, Bryce and | walked npth.i

otreet and jumped on the firsy sur-
face car,

At the apartment fortunately 1
found Kennedy, othorwise 1 should |
have gore back and made A tour of |
the hill distriet with & couple ol:al.nm1
clothies men, |

“Just followed the boy.” was his la-
conlc reply te my question where he
had gone, “He was a real messenger
boy, after all. The call came from the
Longncre Theatre, but he couldn't re.
member much about the man who gave
It to bim, except that he got a 60-
cent tp and the man was middie-
aged It might have boen & spectatur,
or an actor, or one of the atiendants,
4s far as 1 can fnd out We
haven't learsed much. Whot do you
think of it yourself, Walter 7™

| cannot recall that mny oploions
on cases had ever besn of Mny great

istance 1o Kennedy, yet he was
always quizsiog me, and 1 believe |
helped him, much as a certain pro-
fessor of ours in college had sald be-
fore an emamination: “When In
doubt about a guestion, think It all
out—and write down the opposite”
This time, however, Kennedy was
unusually attentive as | elabormied
my ideas,

*I think that in some way Smith
knowa more about those lettera than
would appear,” 1 Jusweregd siowly.
“"For example, it occurs to me that if
the lelters were pubished, and suils
begun. it would mean a very good
thing, running up ‘=" the hundreds
of thousands for Smith and his pari-
ners in defending the suits”

“Rather pecullar, then, that he
should be s0 aclive in attempling to
locate the lettera™ put In Kennedy.

"Oh, that's part of his asiute
scheme, | sup " 1 maintained
stoutiy; “to pose hhﬂ Hamilton aa
Iraving no stone unturned to gwt ire
witers back, while at the same time
using them to enrigh himaself. It is
my opinian t he started out, or
ome one acting him started oul, to

t those letters published In the

tar. Then he decided that he had
not covered his tracks carefull
ensugh by trying to find them, an
of course, when you brought myseif
=~ ropresentative of the Htar—into
the case. that scared him off. That's
why the letters didn't show up—
culled off, 1 suppose, until after we
make our bluff of Anding them. and

il

“Well, if that's the case,” sald Cralg
decidediy, “he’ll get stung. Suppose |
should fAind those letiers? Hamiiton
18 stircere in wanting them baok, ian't
Me?  Well, he s my ollent, after ail
net Smith. That's an Interesting
theory, Walter, anywa> "

1 do not think Cralg meant any
more than that, either, at the time.
But a few minutes later, when 4 nes-
sage came M, he tossed It over 1o mu
with the remark: "This growa inter.
esting.™

1t was just a brief Hne froen the
Pinkerton man who was shadowing
sSmith and read:

Proint e A tendad

:rbm .“"&:.‘.'-'."rﬂ..'l'.h Sy
umc at Mt wits Novms Hunter and Viels

*The messenger boy came from the
Longucre.” | cried triumphantly,

Craig sad nothing, but nodded and
returned to the pile of baoks and
pamphicts he had colleeted from va-.
rious sources on Jocks and safe-
guards,

A few moments later the telephone
tinkled, and the detectives who had
been assigned to follow Latham and
Harding seat in a joint repurt. Thelr
lines had evidently erossed, Both
Latham and Harding had attended
the opera, sitting in the Hrmilton box
with Miss Clvde Hamilton, the daugh-
ter, and Miss Meta Humiltun, a faver.
e niece of the trust magrate. Th
party had included Mre. Homiltgn, the
sunt of Clyde and mother of Meta,
whe, after the death of Clde's

. had presided ovesr the Ham-
menage
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The sixth member of the party had  "Why 414 you ask him that?™ asked directlons in an undertons for the

been Austin Ford, Latham’'s pariner,
He was conslderably younger than
Latham, and we knew (ittle about
him. The girls had come down with

Mrs. Hamillton from Cliffside, the
Hamilton home in the Ramapos, dur-
ing the afternoon, and had gone back
on the theatre train which Hamlilton
had bad the rallroad run regularly for
the "colonists” om this road, which
be controlled.

As for throwing any light om the
mydterions offer and withdrawal of
the Hamilton ietters, the |ast report
did motl accomplish anything. 8tuil, 1
was confl Im my opinion Lbat
#mith was poasible. al least, to &

eat extent, though just how far

tham and Harding might be con-
cerned 1 was unable to gueas.
CHAPTER IV.
A Mysterious llin-ss.

HE clock had long since
struck twelve, and Kennedy
was stlll decply Immersed
in his Lterature of the strong
reom, with no prospect of

giving it up for hours yet,

When he was working up a case,
and, indeed, often whnen he had noth-
ing eapecially on his mind, Craig
found it ons of the most difMcult thsks
to persuade himself to go to bed, He
was a veritable nighthawk, and of-
tam 1 have known him delibsrately to
put off & plece of work all day o or-
der to do It after the lighta were
lighted.

There seemsd to ba something
stimulating about artificial light te
Cralg, something inherent in gas and
aleotricity that even the moet gom-
plete solitude of sunahine did mot
afford to hls mental processes. Per-
haps 1t was a relic of the long hours
he had put in as a student working
for his Jdogtor's degree and professor.
ship, AD any rate, it wWas DOW & more
or less settled obsesaion,

1 bad about made up my mind te
turn In when & very scared and al-
most pale negro stuck hia head In at
the door.

“Is sither of yoh gemmen Mistah
Kennedy ™ he asked. looking anxious.
Iy from one of us to the other, and
addressiug me,

1 Indicated Craig.

“'Cause if yoh i8," he added breath.
leasly, “yoh is to come down to the
Chansons Arma immedintaly.™

"Why ™ asked Cratg. “What has
bappened? Who sent you™

“Mr, Hamilton is very sick, sah, 1
think he's had & stroke or something,
sah. I'm his chauffeur, and the car's
downstairs™

We hurried down as fast as we
could and climbed into the ecar, Then
for the fArst time the (rregularity of
the proceedings occurred to me
“Dues Hamilton live at the Chansons
Arms?’ 1 asked the chauffeur evelng
him rather suspiciousty,

“No, sah” he replied, “"When
alfn't up to his big country place at
Ciliteide he waually steps at the Mil-
lennium Clubd, tn town, sal'”

Cralg.

“Well, the Clansons Arms, you
know, has a sort of reputation of Iia
own. It's a regular colony of actresscs
and near actressea’

“Oh!" sald Kennedy, lapsing into
stlence; and 1 eould see that he was
as much Interested and puszied as
myself.

It was wery late, the streels wers
almort deserted, and it took very it
tle time for us to pull Up &t & Darrow
skyscraper of a hotel twelve or four
teen stories high, In a slde street,
fust off the gayest part of Hroad.
way.

Another car was standing at the
eurb ahead of us We hurriel i
through the door, following the
chauffeur, past the oMce, which was
empty, and up In an elevator. I eould
not help feellng the alr of suppreased
excitement that seemesd to pervade
the place.

At the eighth floor the elevator
stopped, and we walked out Into the
thickly carpeted hall, Outside a
room, down the hall, were eseveral
persons, and the door was abhut,
Whea he announced our names, &
clerk rapped softly, and the door wae
opened & fractlon of an Inch, just
enough se that we vould perceive Mr,
Haml!lton stretched full length on &
bed, writhing as If in grea. paln.

The man who had openei the door
wna precisely what one woull have
taken him for—-a society physlcian.
It waa Dr. McMillan, dootor to the
rich—aleok, quick. efMiclent. man of
the world, not without repu‘ativn In
bis profession.

He could not havea arrived more
than five minutes bDofors curselves,
for he was atill making his examina-
tion of the patient when wae entered.
We quickly explained how we had
beag summonesd, and then stood el
lently, near the door, watching the
doctor conclude his examination.

At Jsst Dy, MeMillan looked up,
faced us gravoly, and, without & mos
ment s hesitation, said: "It Is an at-
tack of acute Indigestion—ptomalne
posoning—a bad case, with oconwvul-
slons and delirium. His parvous sys-
tem seema to have been greatly af-
fected. | think he has bewn sufferi.g
from nauses, and | know be bamn &
bad fever. 1 shouldn't adviss trous-
hling him now, gentlemen, AL any

rate, 1 doubt U he could talk wvery
rativnally, But 1 trust he will be all
right acon. It usually takes from

four to twenty hours in & bad case,
and afier that he will need a long
period of rest, With your permission,
gentivrmuen, we Wil pes'pohe matters
until than ™

There was nho gainraying Dr
Mitian tally am a trained nurse
rramy hia  private  hospital guletly
opened the door and eptared as he
was bowinge wus ount, and he lul‘l;r-!
from us o the naw arrval to give

M

e

care of the patisat.

Tha serious lliness of Mr. Hamiliton
came with & shock. We had, It Ia
true, had ample preparation; yet
there i always something partoular-
Iy appalling mbout such a disabling
Jlnoss, and It was the mory so 1o Lhis
coss since Hamiiton was one of the
marked men o the country’s finance.

1 wondsred what must have been
guing through the mind of the doctor
ws he bent over his patient, sum-
moned from his home in Fifth Ave-
nue (0 the middieo of the night-tne
confiicting emolions of the profes-
slonm] man getling at the wruth of tne
case, and of tho man of the world,
who real.zed that markets and stook
exchanges rose and fell with the
strepgth or fesbieneas of the form
that lay before him on the bed in the
lonely reom. Hamilton wea, indesd,
very lll. and since he wWas In good
hands there was nothing for us to Jo
but to go downstairs iito the office
of the hotel and await S velopments.

“What du you think of 117" | saked
Kennedy at the Ffirst opporiunity
which we had alone.

“Think of (17" he repeated senten-
tously, *1 thunk It comes danger-
ously close to a tragedy.”

We were gtanding in a coroer of the

lobby of the Chansons Arme when &
taxicab drove up and a man handed
two ladies out. His bgck was turned
toward us, but 1 could not help teel-
Ing that thore wis sumething indefin-
ably funlilar about his manser. As
he turncd and (sced us, his eyes rest
ed momentarily on us then he looked
again, and bowed. It was Buith,
« The entrunce was DArrow, and we
stood aside to lot him pass, The girla
were very pretty—almost, one might
say, too retiy. In fact, | seemed to
recognise the taller and more striking
of the two, though I could not for the
moment tell whers | had seen her
face, Hhe was oertainly some stage
celebrity who was well known, I fel!
sire, and had her superior boauty not
o ipsed that of her companion, the
peeond girl would have attracted Al-
most the same amount of sttention
anvwhore

As Nmith passed, with his arm
inden witlh wraps, he appearsd sur-
prissd Lo sre Us, stopped a mowment,
and sxtended & hand In passing.

“Mr. Hamiiton s wery 1l of pte-
maine posoning,”  whispsred on-
aedy ta Smith, loudly enough for the
lhdien W hear,

“Soaith's (eve clouded. The ladies,
with & scresm, fled upatairs in the
ievalor

‘I he repeated hoarssly. “When
Aid 1t happen? Whers Is ha? Did be
siummon vout’

With what seemed to me brutal
Alractneas, Kepnedy rspeated wWoal
nad happened.

A8 Smith  alse Atsappeared  up-
salirs ta ook Doctor MoMillan, Ken-
nedy turned to the night clerk, who
had pow gone back to his dutles,
after the lirst exe
cavery, aud, pullin
case, bade us smoke up. “"Who wers
the iadies who just came InT* he
asked ecasuaily, appearing moies In-
tercstad In the ¢lear band than in

his elgar

the queatian,

“The tall brune'ts was Norma
Hunter. and the blonde wan Viela
Cliftort, of the Coloratura Stook
Company, 'hat plays at ths Lonx-

act =1 gueas you'se hsard of them
Ob, ves 1 diin't knuw Mr. Smith
kpew them =0 wall, though, Was Mr,
Hiamilton neguaintesd with them "
Rathear,™ drawisd the clerk, with a
Wnowing ook

“H'mi" ?ll Kennedy. m..'r”:
pretty good clgars, aren’ .y
sup, Miss Hunter snd Miss Clif-

Hve together ™'

“Yes-one of the best sultes in the
hotel; vn the tenth foor™

“Indeod 1’ remarked Kepnedy, be-
stowing his attentlom mow on the
electric elock over the desk and com-

ag his own Umepiece with It
tamilion, It occurred to me, had
beon discoversd on the eighth foor,
“l aupposa Miss Hunter and Misa
Cliford bave many admirers?' be
added.

“No, pot repited the clerk. “That
in, I you mean visitors, Outside of
Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Smith, | ¢an
lacdly recall one by name.”

"Welll” mwmarked heunedy nen-
chalantly.

“Look hem," sald the clerk leaning
formard, “lI know what yYou are Lry-
ing w do, You are putuping we for
wd youw'rs worth, | dunt wmind it =«
bit. In faet l'm anxious Lo teil you,
because | know you think these girls
are miged up N some wWay wilh the
winess of My Hamditon, Now, here
1M Just what happobed, &8 Doaily ws
I can rocall it

“They went out early to the theatre
where they play. | saw them go, for,
withouxh 1 wus not yet on duty, 1
was back of the desk. Well about
hnlf past ten & man called and asked
for Miss Hunter, 1 said she wansa't
in, wud he bung around & bit, then
went la, aod sat in the parlor, which
was emptly. A few minutes later M:
Homilton came in, and, ks we WEnew
him, he rode unatalis ko Lhe elevalor,
and, L supnoss, gut out at the tenth
fioor. | had forgottea all sbout the
man in the parior—Iin fact, | couldn |
desciibe him to you even, except thatl
he wWas not & youns man, and tet
over-well drossed. But abou! twenly
minutes or so after Mr. Huwliton
came (n the man walked out, saying
he couwidn’'t walt any long:d, oul
would ca!ll some other timy. No, be
didn b leave any name

“it wasn't long after that when
sonis otiv on the elghth foor teie-
phuned down to the police that there
was uh intoxioated nan in the hall
and wouldn't | come up and put him
out. |} went up, sl there wus Mr.
Hamilton, pal! unionscious, very L
nnd groaniog. He asked for a M
Keanedy, but couldn't glve the
audress, so wo looked it up o the
directory, and as he sald somelhing
that sounded like ‘the uhiversity,
and you wers the only professor on
the let, | sent hin car for you and
called Dr. McMillan, Mr. Hamilton's
doctor, as the chauffeur told me,

“Now, that's ail | know about 1%,
What the man in the parlor was doing
I van't say. He might hava walked
upetatrs, | suppose, the elsvator ’tg--'
vertainly did not tike him up. The
wirls wores rather jater than ususl
coming back from the theatre, and
well, | guess you know mors abont
the reat of It than | do. I don't car
what vou do about the busness, hut
It isn't faie to eliiher of them to con
veal the ftact that they coulbidn't pos.
sibly have hnown anything abou: 1t
until they came in*™

Figst then Smith appeased apalic in
the lobhy. It seamed to me that
everyhody was waxing contidential
sddonly. for he came over and drew
us into a davenpert back ef some
palms

“1 think 1 ought to say a few words
to you about this affair’” he began

“Y don't want you to met any fals
impress‘ons 1 suppose jyou know
that Mr, Hamiltop was a widower

with & daughter and a nlece of Wwhom
he thought u great deal? | saw you
talking to the night eterke, and | guess
he Das Lol you Hawiltoo wus \ntl-
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Waim wilh Normd Mustw! Wall,
Inerw la e wec et st i, |

Bl e see il 1o saert & great in.
Niemis over wun. | have seen it and

wm Doy A long e and, 1o be
fer iy frank, thal in the maln rea-

mhy | s himie L afrald my
allale wiiy Mo VUil has gobe
ty far, but 1 feid et | musi
ivm woie may ol keeping & waleh
ver Hamiiton e s very fash-a

‘,-c---‘ woman a0 wind him around
er Mumer. AR (bet's & dangerous
Kilsation Mor & greal faanoler, r‘ll
st Now, ta came down o brass
tnikn, | want you to keap on alfter

Bowe fetters with doabile vigor Find
o, above &l That's what inter-
Paim s onl, for 1L was | whe dis-
cuvered thelr loms In tha Arst place.
Wt by wil means w& must kesp this
prosen' soai ial from the neawspapers
and ftrom coming te the sare of hie
family. OF Mat lajer.”

"What satula move ls thia™ |
guaped to Kennady, as Bmith die.
apposred upsinire ageln  Kemnedy
sl nothing

I wan #till phaorted In th aver
ihe pecullar turn of m-:?."ﬁ- 1
weard a familine volos eall my name,
It was one of the repuriars of our
rival the Ilwur-L Home enterprising
employes of the hotel had taken upon
Winself ta Inform the papers

“Ho you beat us to LT be eaid
vonfidemtially. “What's the dope?
Which une of tha actorines was J
Hidney Intareated In®"

I mate some Kind of reply which
secinedd 1o irritate the IHevcord man

e lapsed nto w sullen siiencs, as i

(1 Bt got a beat goross anid then re-

fused to own up to 1, Another and
anothier reporidr dropped in, Inelud-
g one of our own Star men, uati)
thare wan half g dosen, all sager for
a wiory  Hers was the making of &
fine seandal

I shall pever forget the calm and
epny mannar with whioch Smith han-
Aled the situation when Kannedy told
him somathing mast be done about It

“Now, boys,” bhe sald, with the alr
of an old hand st the ga;ms, *
ted! 1 want to say & Tew '-rh-
confidencs, and than | will iseue &
formal statement, Mr Hamilton was
holding a conference on a pursly bus-
iness matter with a Western Insur-
ance man, and, of course, [ cannot
tell you about that. You must real-
jge that this news will have to be
handlend In & vary delioate manner,
or you fellows may be responsible for
a break In the market to-morrow. |
may say that the |liness of Mr. Ham-
ton, no matter how serfous or pro-
longed, w1l maka absolutely no af.
fervmies In the policy or conduct of

the Hamilton interesta. That has all
bean provided for, avery coatingency.
An A matter of fact, Mr. Hamilton
eonld retire to.night, and the com-
panies would go on In emactlly the
same way. Now, do your best not to
make a lNnancial sensation. Here I
the statemant | am prepared to Issue:
CAMr 1 Sitner HamiMen was taben vy 4l
al 5 o'vlewek this morning &t the CLansons IF
wod m e ualerence Wik 8 W
e wptereeied ip the imeuranes altuat! ot
.y .r... e Tami''om Sad bewn
e of e, M Milan, whe
wam ol At e
fndigetion, At a late Bwar
My amd mo Porther trmabis W patl
b Mlon smith Mr. Hamltom's sttorsey, an
el s aflereard Vrotstinen! fimaosi -
ettt with the Hamliton Injecvaty weee |
and am b supart @l e feruheoming

L3S e
1 .;I.- 1 @ reeled My " [T
siew, bl et b et Mr amilten o

w all gt in s Tew dagh after & vl Al Wi
Raiamr Duime Clifaide ™

“Now, haye, | know some of you
will try to make u yellow story out of
this; but thest are the facts, Thank
you, gentlemen, That is all | have to

wiv wt present. | shall ba at my
ofive to-morrow at 8. Good night™
Chnee turned loose, howesver, the re-

porters derns not as easily got rid of,
particululy the Hecord man, who
wont to work interviewing the Chan-
soine Acmis emplovees with redoobled
sigor Because e thought the Star bad
stolen a march on him. To our own
man, T gave an account which econs
talned details no other paper had,
was sufficlently Innocuous to
wenrd with Smith's statement,
Thingw seemod to be lol:.l:
an well as could ha expected,
sur man  whispered to me:  "“The
Pecord van has Just eanght  the
might clerl In a wilp which makes
him svirtually admit that thers was
no soh Western insurano® man In

along
when

the house. What shall we do?™
I trned to Crale with & question-
ing Thak. “Tweny (1™ he oried, hurry-

tnie upstairs tn see HSmith agnin,

The net rean!t was tha! o post-
seript was added to the Arst state-
ment by Smith, which Kennedy read
tor 1! re g riere

I was vt girem ond sl At whe e W

Mgl Bhai W it A
#”'.'.1”'- m'n \lr.\hv‘rnm‘r I.—“im !n
et was wmiben i1 In his reom
wedpg reran He mae s overcome hat
was mable el e elevetor amd had te
arvie! (hto an omgpty mowm en Lhe +ighih Moer

“There,” sand Kennedy, as the re-
porters at last departed, "l guess
at will anttle it Por to-niehl™

Before 1 could say anything, he

bl read my
Huve & word

“1 do put be-
Hut it Is better

thoughts
04 [

to hush It up than to garble It at
present. Now, | think we had better
turn i and b peady to go to work
vacle In the morninge o And out how

thosa letters got out of the safe and
whatl readly happened o then atters

ward”

CHAPTER V.
The S ientific Murderer.

MAGINE our surprise
next norning,
at the
ingquire

the
on arriving
Chansone Arms Lo
how Mr. Hamilton
had passed the night, at sue-
ing one of those Bliack wugons of an
or, rather, o "funeral di-
standing hefore the door.

It looked ominous, and Cralg hur-
riad in. In the lobby we met Smith,
Hurding and Latham, all looking
Vary grave

et g ko

rector”

‘M. Hamilton a1 a Nttle after 8
clock,” satd Smnlth huskily., as we
approached, “Hy the way, gentle-

wen,” he added, turning from us, and
nfdresning Hardiug and Latham,
“Me. edy and Mr. Jameason ware
engrged by My Hamilton, not valy la

. for the undertaker had

manertion Wilth Ihe apprelssmant
the Mamfiten jowsis. il i
ether  Nitlie  sonfdential
which will be sarriad on
Bie death | trust yeu
iham in any way you fAnd
“Daadl” repeated K
his lip In

i

|
[ ek
!!ii! b i - tll'giii

At any rats, that
about what they had

l!

pretty
completsd hia work of
and the thres oconfiden
Mr. Hemliton laft sbhortly
charge of various duties
agresd must be attended to
ataly, before Wall Strest was
awake to what bad bappensd.

“Cralg, I sald, as we stood
momant alone ln the lobby, "I

il

3

B2

tha
in his s o cover wp a scandal
that { ba offensive 1o the Ham-
Hwoa family Doctor MeMUlan mny
bave coversd up a orime, 1oo. What
do you think?"

swarad cautiously, "“and I bharaly

made most rigorous lesta. Come, let
fet us go upstalre and see If we can
talk to the undertaker. Thers seena
;n be uolhing to preveat It, ass-
ow.™

“De you think he could have been

L e
have been lured mm .O"Eiu
into a doss, and Deea
oh:?m‘?d lr k his head doubtfu!

enn shoo! h -
I, “Medleal nulho:mu differ,” he
sald, “ss to whether un anaesthetio
van be given to a slee without
first waking him by gi i. We
shall pea”

Thoss who had been left in
of Mr. Hamilton's Included the
nurse whom Docter Millan had

suminoned, and as she recognized us
Cralg msoon fell Into & conversation
with the undertaker and his assistan’

I wan startled to loarn that there
wWere evident marks of wvielence on
the hend of Mr. Hamiiton. The u:-
dertaker, with the characteristio skill
of his cruft, had sewed and painted
them In such a way that they wers
completaly hidden, axcept tq oas .
ko Kennedy, might be =lh
:‘u;!b-d eyes for something of the

ud.

Tot. at the worst, the cuta wers hot
such s might In any respeot hais
proved fatal. They were mere lacer.
ations of the wscalp, occasloned Ly
some blunt object. and might very
poasibly have besa recelved when
Mr. Hamilton fell, overcome with
pain, in the hall It was poesible that
they might even have stunned him.
for a few momenta, and surely thers
must have n & pretty free flow of
bluod, but they could net have beeu
the caums of his death, and the uurse
asserted positively that the blouwd aver
them had been tted when she ar-
rived sand hence must have besn o
while we stood for the moment at
the door while Dr. wan
finishing his dlagnosis.

These marks wers intercsting, bu!
they #d not altract Konn.dr‘.: at
tention long, It was a little inecimor
i the bmck of the neck, at aboul the
¥l or seventh cervical vertebra,
which caused & momentary exelome
tien from hm. At once it Bashed
wier me  that perhaps Hamiiton's
neck had been broken, even 1P .
wound oad ne' besn sufMclient to Wil
nome outright,

“Md you make thin incision with
any  of  your embalining instra
ments ™ anked Cralg o & low tone

¢f the undertaker
I'm quity wure not' he replied
posttively. I haven't Anished yet, bu
an ahow you iust what has bee
ciie mo far. Tha faet s, | hada't
I don't Xnow tha!

tleed that murk
& mare than o seviteh, anyhow"
g did yvou

"What sort of enmiie!
~CRvItY or arteriall’ asked Kon
dy kesaly, The unds rtaker's ton
nged  tmmediately, as 1 always
whan an expert flods that he 1a
tkRing 1o some one who mas, for al
v knows, know more of the subjec!
1% hiamanlf
“avity.' he replisd Iaconically, tn-
ving where b had made the (B
eixlon for the entrance of tho em-
Liliming Mud

d
I
|
d
t
h
1

Kennedy  worked guickly Firat
Do drew off & | ttle of the spinal Aukd
from the nelehborhocd of the e

emon (0 the back of the neck. and
alsa some biond from the body &
various other pointsa. Then ha ook
a sampie of the embalminge fAuid thas
was being used Keaping them cares

fully separated, he labelled them
hastily,
“That ‘s alll’ he remarksd. as we

alowly left the room, wilh it'a a
prcrat gtretched hafare us an °g.-
Outside the Chansons Arms b

monad a tgxlesb and we hop
“To the m\iuamy." he directad.
chamistry Mng.*

(To Be Continusd )




